Funded Efforts by the Community Media Center to Close the Digital Divide

October 2000

Community Access Network – Frey Foundation

Funding supported the purchase and installation of a Network Operations Center (NOC) at the Community Media Center. Additionally 20 Non Profit Groups were selected to Assess Information Technology needs, provide staff training, secure IT equipment, build and deploy a web site www.grandnet.org

GrandNet – Grand Rapids Foundation
Funding supported the design and deployment of a Community Network designed to provide an index or all regional web sites, provide on-line conference software to allow for community dialog http://www.grandnet.org

Low Power FM Radio Development – Various Funders

The CMC has hosted three planning seminars in developing 15 community applicants for low power FM radio licenses to serve underserved segments of the GR community – The CMC testified before the US Congress in support of LPFM  http://www.grcmc.org/lpfm.shtml
Urban League Training – Various Funders

Funding provided the CMC with an opportunity to train two dozen inner city minority youth in the skills required to produce television programming. We parked our Mobile Media Lab in the Urban League parking lot and daily-trained local youth and produced a television program broadcast on local cable TV.

On-Line Community Calendar – Ray of Hope and Keller Foundations
Funding provided the CMC with the ability to create an on-line community calendar featuring centralized local events and the ability of the calendar to notify subscribers of areas of interest defined by key words

Neighborhood Initiative – Dyer-Ives Foundation

Funding is providing the CMC the ability to provide a comprehensive plan for neighborhood associations to apply Information Technology to mission support. On-site assessment of systems and equipment preceded technology training and web design and deployment.

Taking Flight – Nokomis Foundation

Projects in planning include media literacy training for young girls. Technology assessment and planning for key grant recipients

Open Studio – Benton Foundation and National Endowment for the Arts

Funding provided the CMC with the opportunity to assist local low-income artists in using Information Technology for art creation, sales, web site design, policy action and research

Public Access Computer Terminals – Grand Rapids Foundation

Funding will allow the CMC to map and index all computers that are available for public Internet access in the county. The index will define criteria for use and the map will indicate location and pockets with no access

Web on Wheels – Ameritech Corp.
Pending grant will allow the CMC to deploy a dozen wireless lap top computers to low income centers on a rotational basis to provide Internet training, e-mail access and job skill creation from a van

International Community Media Festival – Various Funders

The CMC annual hosts a festival featuring the video productions of citizens from other lands (Africa, Brazil, Ireland, Korea so far) who use media to effect social change www.grcmc.org/griid

TeleDemocracy Project – Various Funders
The CMC provides live broadcasts of candidate forums, a web site indexing all candidates, voter registration drives and critiques of local media coverage of candidates and issues www.grcmc.org/griid

Community Information Technology Commission – Various Funders

The CMC is working with our Metro Council to develop a Commission to commence a yearlong planning process to deploy a comprehensive Technology Plan for Grand Rapids especially focusing on Divide issues

Community Report Card – Various Funders

The CMC is a key partner with the Delta Strategy Group publishing key community indicators around health, education, business, transportation etc. in a Community Report Card (160,000 copies) www.grandcommunity.org

